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Wastewater Treatment Plant and Collection System 

Improvements Study 

REQUEST FOR STATEMENTS OF QUALIFICATIONS (SOQ)  

City of Kewanee, Illinois 

 

 

PURPOSE 

The City of Kewanee is seeking Statements of Qualifications from Engineering Consultants to 

provide engineering expertise related to wastewater treatment plant (WWTP) operations and 

maintenance and, to a lesser degree, sanitary sewer collection system operations and 

maintenance.  The City desires guidance and assistance with the City’s efforts to maintain 

compliance with current Illinois EPA regulations, plan for future regulations, and replace aging 

and outdated equipment and systems.  A large, comprehensive WWTP rehabilitation project is 

not planned at this time.  Rather, a series of smaller projects and engineering studies are 

anticipated over the next several years to address IEPA phosphorus regulations, replace aging 

equipment and infrastructure, upgrade electronics and controls, and ensure the continued, long-

term viability of the WWTP and collection system.   

   

BACKGROUND 

Kewanee’s WWTP was constructed in 1972 and expanded in 1988.  With few exceptions, the plant 

remains relatively unchanged from the 1988 expansion.  As such, much of the equipment and 

many systems continue to serve beyond their anticipated lifespans. 

 

The treatment train consists of an oxidation ditch, clarifiers, sand filtration, and final disinfection.  

Sludge is temporarily stored in a lagoon and land applied annually.          

 

The plant is permitted for a design average flow of 2MGD and a design maximum flow of 5MGD.  

Dry weather flows average 1MGD while wet weather flows approach 10MGD several times per 
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year.  Excess storm flow is temporarily stored in Excess Flow Lagoons until it can be treated.  The 

effluent discharges into Mill Creek.  

   

Raw water chloride levels from the City’s four drinking water wells range from 650mg/l to 800mg/l 

which exceed the permitted IEPA WWTP discharge limit of 500mg/l.  The IEPA directs that lower 

chloride content excess flow generated by snow melt and rain events be temporarily stored in the 

excess flow lagoons and be used to dilute the dry weather influent in an attempt to reduce effluent 

chloride levels.  It is anticipated that the IEPA will require alternate methods of lowering chloride 

levels in the future. 

 

The City’s sanitary sewer collection system includes 11 pump stations and approximately 60 miles 

of clay, concrete, and ductile iron pipe which ranges from 6” to 48” in diameter.  The City also 

maintains the portion of the service lateral located within the right-of-way.  Many of the laterals 

and much of the main are in excess of 100 years old and structurally deficient.  The City lines 

sanitary infrastructure as funding levels allow and plans to line laterals and nearly 2 miles of main 

in 2020.   

 

The daily operation and maintenance of the WWTP and 11 lift stations is contracted to Bock, Inc.  

City staff works with Bock, Inc. to assist in their efforts to maintain both. It is expected that the 

selected consultant will also coordinate their efforts with Bock, Inc. staff.  

 

Responses will be accepted until 3:00 p.m., Friday, May 29th, 2020.  Responses received after that 

date and time will not be considered.  The responses will be reviewed by an evaluation team 

comprised of City and Bock, Inc. staff.  In accordance with the Brooks Act, submittals will be 

evaluated on a qualifications-based selection (QBS) process.  Statements of Standard Hourly Rates 

requested in this SOQ are to be included in a sealed envelope within the SOQ submittal and will 

not be reviewed or considered as part of the selection process.  All responses and interviews, if 

performed, will be evaluated and ranked with the expectation that the City will enter into an 

Engineering Services Agreement with the highest rated Firm.  Firms selected as finalists may be 

asked to interview during business hours the week of June 8th and June 15th, 2020.  

 

STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS (SOQ) 

The following information should be included in the “Statement of Qualifications”  

1. Name of Consulting Firm  

2. Firm’s address 

3. Firm’s telephone number 

4. Firm’s federal tax identification number 

5. Name, title, address, telephone number, and email address of contact person authorized 

to contractually obligate the Firm. 
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6. Name, address, telephone number, fax number, and email address of contact person for 

all subconsultants and subcontractors that are being proposed as part of the Firm’s project 

team. 

 

Contents of SOQ 

Firms should number responses as the questions are presented below.  Interested Firms are invited 

to submit SOQs that contain the following information: 

1. Introduction (transmittal letter) 

2. Background and Experience 

3. Personnel/Professional Qualifications 

4. Minimum of Three Municipal References 

5. Statement of Standard Hourly Rates ( in separate, sealed envelope) 

 

 

1. Introduction   

The Introduction should include: 

a. A brief statement of the Firm’s expertise and ability to provide services related to 

sanitary sewer treatment and collection; 

b. A confirmation that the Firm meets the appropriate state licensing requirements to 

practice in the State of Illinois; 

c. A confirmation that the Firm has not engaged in any unethical practices within the last 

five years; 

d. A confirmation that the Firm is an Equal Opportunity Employer and does not 

discriminate against any persons based on race, creed, color, age, sexual orientation, 

gender, ethnic background, or national origin; 

e. Any other information that the Firm finds appropriate;  

f. The signature of an individual who is authorized to execute agreements on behalf of 

the Firm. 

 

2. Background and Experience 

Firms should: 

a. Describe Firm by providing its full legal name, date of establishment, type of entity and 

business expertise, and short history of the Firm  

b. Describe relevant prior projects in which the Firm assisted other similar-sized 

governmental entities with WWTP maintenance, improvements, equipment 

replacement, and electronic/scada upgrades within the past 5 years.  

c. Describe relevant prior projects in which the Firm assisted other similar-sized 

governmental entities with sanitary sewer collections system engineering services.  

Specifically include pump station engineering services.  
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d. The Firm should provide the names and contact information of persons in the entities 

for whom the referenced projects were conducted. The Firm may include written 

references from previous clients attesting to the quality of work that the Firm cites in 

this section. 

e. Describe any specialized knowledge and experience the Firm possesses or ways in 

which the Firm is uniquely qualified to provide the proposed services. 

 

3. Personnel/Professional Qualifications 

a. Identify staff members who would be assigned to act for the Firm in key management 

and staff positions providing the engineering services and the functions to be 

performed by each. 

b. Include resumes of each such staff member designed above, including name, position, 

current office location, telephone number, email address, education, and years and 

type of experience.  Describe the relevant design projects for each.  

c. Describe key staff member’s experience with and understanding of IEPA regulations 

and permitting processes. 

d. Detail key staff member’s ability to respond with engineering expertise and services 

on an emergency basis for unscheduled repairs, unscheduled equipment replacement, 

or other unplanned maintenance.   

 

4. Proposed Compensation 

It is anticipated that the selected Consultant will be compensated on a cost-plus basis at 

standard hourly rates for all smaller, on-call services rendered.  It is further anticipated that 

Engineering Service Agreements will be entered into for larger projects requiring in-depth 

engineering analysis and design services.  Provide the Firm’s current standard hourly rates and 

fee schedule in a separate, sealed envelope within the SOQ submittal clearly labeled “Standard 

Hourly Rates” and include the Firm’s name.  The standard hourly rates shall be for information 

only and shall not be used as part of the selection criteria.  

 

SELECTION CRITERIA 

The City of Kewanee reserves the right to accept or reject any or all submissions.  All submissions 

become the property of the City of Kewanee.    

 

Respondents will be evaluated on the basis of the written material submitted and interviews, if 

necessary, according to the following selection criteria: 

 

1. Firm’s relevant experience with similar-sized communities  
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2. Proposed team member’s experience with WWTP operations and maintenance, lift station 

design, and collection system rehabilitation and maintenance, in that order of priority. 

3. Firm’s ability to respond in the event of an emergency. 

4. Reference from other clients attesting to Firm’s:  

o Quality of work. 

o Compliance with schedules. 

o Overall responsiveness and ability to perform professional services. 

 

In the event of a tie, or a need to resolve certain questions or issues related to the evaluation 

process, oral interviews may be held.  As a result of the interviews and overall evaluation process, 

the City will identify a preferred Firm for the purpose of providing future sanitary sewer 

engineering services.  Unsuccessful Firms will be notified when the selection process is complete. 

 

 

COMPLIANCE WITH LAWS 

The selected Firm agrees to be bound by all applicable Federal, State, and Local laws, regulations 

and directives as they pertain to the providing of engineering services.  The City of Kewanee is an 

Equal Opportunity Employer and does not discriminate against any persons on the basis of race, 

creed, color, age, sexual orientation, gender, ethnic background or national origin.   

 

QUESTIONS 

City staff does not anticipate meeting face-to-face with potential firms prior to May 29th however, 

City staff will answer questions concerning this Request for Statements of Qualification. Please 

contact Scott Hinton, Kewanee City Engineer, at 309-852-2611 x 231 or at 

shinton@cityofkewanee.net.  Questions will be accepted until 3:00 p.m., Friday, May 22nd, 2020.  

All questions and responses will be posted to the Bid Postings tab on the City of Kewanee’s 

website homepage.  

 

 

SUBMISSIONS 

The SOQ shall be a document with a minimum font size of ten (10) and of not more than ten (10) 

double-sided pages or twenty (20) single-sided pages placed between covers.  Resumes are 

included in the page limit. Dividers and the cover letter do not count as pages.  Proposals with 

excess pages may not be considered. 

 

Submissions shall include 5 hard copies, contained in an envelope labeled as “WWTP 

Improvements Study” including the name and address of the Firm.  The Firm’s standard hourly 

mailto:shinton@cityofkewanee.net
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rates shall be enclosed in a secondary, sealed envelope labeled as “Standard Hourly Rates”, 

enclosed within the main envelope.  The envelope shall include the name and address of the Firm. 

 

Responses to this Request for Statements of Qualifications may be mailed or hand-delivered to 

the Kewanee City Hall at:  

 

City of Kewanee 

Attn:  Scott Hinton 

401 E 3rd Street 

Kewanee, IL  61443 

 

The Kewanee City Hall is currently closed to the public due to the COVID-19 pandemic; however, 

USPS, UPS, and FedEx are making daily deliveries.  Also, responses may be submitted in person to 

City Hall by delivering to the Kewanee Police Department, which is located at City Hall, until 3:00 

p.m., Friday, May 29th, 2020. 

 

 

 


